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 Joseph Pierce Avant, age 79, of Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania, passed away Wednesday, August 16, 2023, in Washington, Pennsylvania.
Mr. Avant was born in Eatonton, Georgia to the late Ollie William Avant and Margaret Belle Lynch Avant.  In addition to his parents, he was preceded in death by his brother, William Avant; niece, Shannon Avant and brother-in-law, Tommy Hadaway.
He was retired from Consolidated Rail Corporation (Conrail) having worked for the railroad thirty-two years.  He was also retired from the 911th Airlift Wing, (USAF Reserves), Greater Pittsburgh International Airport, Coraopolis, Pennsylvania, having served more than twenty-one years.  He was inducted into the 911th Airlift Wing’s Hall of Fame on November 7, 1998.

Mr. Avant was a 32nd Degree Scottish Rite Mason with the Valley of Pittsburgh and was a member of Bethel Lodge #761 in Bethel Park, Pennsylvania.  In addition, he was a member of the Monticello Baptist Church, Air Force Sergeant’s Association, Commander’s Club of Disabled American Veterans, a Kentucky Colonel which supports the Good Works Program and an Honorary Member of the Traffic Club of Pittsburgh.  He also supported the Code Amber Program!

He is survived by his son, Jason P. (Jessica) Avant and daughter, Michele (David) Kratzert of Washington, Pennsylvania; grandchildren, Sydney Avant, Simon Avant, Olivia Zaglama, Kipsy Zaglama and Keshava Kratzert; sisters, Cheryl Hadaway of Gray and Janice (Charlie) Lane of Monticello; sister-in-law, Wylene Avant of Snellville; a niece, nephews, great nieces and nephews.

Funeral services will be held at 11:00 A.M., Tuesday, August 22, 2023, at the Monticello Baptist Church.  Interment will be held at West View Cemetery.  Rev. David Artessa will officiate.
The family will receive friends from 10:00 A.M. until 11:00 A.M., Tuesday, August 22, 2023, at the Monticello Baptist Church.

Jordan Funeral Home is in charge of arrangements.

