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Pastor Charles Henry Davis, Sr., age 84, of Monticello, Georgia passed away Friday, July 4, 2014, at Atlanta Medical Center in Atlanta.

Pastor Charlie Davis was born in Portal, Georgia to the late Frank Ivy Davis and Linie Mincey Davis in 1930.  He was the youngest of eleven children.  His parents were share croppers and all the children were hard workers in the fields. Upon moving to Savannah, he attended Savannah schools but left school at the age of fifteen to help support his family.  He began a thirty year career in transportation, logistics, and warehousing with the Union Camp Paper Corporation; working up to a supervisor position at the age of nineteen.
One year later, he met his wife of sixty years, Barbara Ann Padgett.  They were married in the Padgett home on May 5, 1951.  They had four children and later, operated their own Davis Moving & Storage Company in Savannah.  In 1969, the family moved to Charleston, South Carolina, and both worked for Bud Berma Imports.  In 1974, they answered the call to full time Christian work at Moody Bible Institute in Chicago, Illinois; and in 1988, they returned back to the south to Turtle Cove in Monticello, Georgia.

Charlie worked in the insurance industry for about three years before having some major health problems.  After overcoming his challenges, he became active in a small, rural Baptist church; and was asked to consider becoming their pastor.  Not having any training in this vocation, he sought the opportunity to prepare for the ministry at Luther Rice Bible College, where he graduated May 1996, with a B. A. in Biblical Studies, and later with a Master of Arts in Ministry.

While attending the college, he served as Interim Pastor at Smithboro Baptist Church, and in 1998, responded to the call as a bi-vocational pastor of Roundway Baptist Church.  He also served as an Enrollment Counselor and Academic Advisor for the college on a part-time basis.

Charlie continued his part-time involvement with Luther Rice while he also assumed the role of long-term caregiver first for his mother-in-law, then for his wife, Barbara, who preceded in him in death in 2011.

He continued his ministry on a personal basis until 2012, when his health started to fail.  He spent the final two years at Benton House Assistant Living until he departed to be with the Lord on July 4, 2014.

He is survived by his children and spouses, Virginia and Hugh Wilkie of Charleston, South Carolina, Charles Henry, Jr. and Stephanie Davis of Ft. Mill, South Carolina, Frank Duane Davis and Joanna Nichelson of Social Circle, Georgia, and Christopher Alan Davis of Lilburn, Georgia; grandchildren and spouses, Georgia Wilkie Anderson, Virginia Hope and Mark Hudson, Charles Henry, III and Grace Davis, Adam Stephen Davis, Garrett Davis, Frank Duane Davis, Jr., Ryan Robert Davis, Wesley Michael Davis, Sean Tyler Davis, Elizabeth Virginia Davis, Cole Alexander Davis, and
Caroline Grace Davis; and great grandchildren, Caleb Mark Anderson, Madelyn Grace Anderson, and Wesley Michael Davis, Jr.

Funeral services will be held Tuesday, July 8, 2014, at 11:00 A.M., at the Chapel of Jordan Funeral Home in Monticello.  Rev. Charles Roper will officiate.  Interment will held in the New Bethlehem Baptist Church in Monticello.

The family will receive friends from 9:00 until 11:00 A.M., prior to the service, at at Jordan Funeral Home. Serving as pallbearers were Frank Duane Davis, Jr., Ryan Robert Davis, Wesley Michael Davis, Sean Tyler Davis, Charles Henry Davis, III, Adam Stephen Davis, and Garrett Leigh Davis

The family suggests in lieu of flowers donations be made to the Luther Rice University & Seminary, 3038 Evans Mill Road, Lithonia, Georgia 30038.

Jordan Funeral Home of Monticello is in charge of arrangements.  For more information, please visit our website at www.jordanfuneralhomemonticello.com.
