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Kirk Howell Johns, age 78, of Monticello, Georgia, passed away at home with family by his side on August 29, 2026.

Born on April 1, 1948, in Toledo, Ohio, Kirk was the son of Richard H. Johns and Florence Ione Johns (Rambo) of Millbury, Ohio. Throughout his life, he was known for his strong work ethic, dedication to his family, and passion for the things he loved most.

Kirk proudly served his country in the United States Navy from 1966 to 1970 as an ABF-3 Aviation Fuel Handler aboard the USS Saratoga-CV60. Following his military service, he worked in a variety of professions, including serving as a paramedic and firefighter. He spent most of his career as a mechanic, specializing in exotic automobiles, earning a reputation for his skill and craftsmanship, reflected in his nickname amongst his friends as “Tin Man.” His love for motorsports also led him to serve on the crews of multiple racing teams.

Kirk had many passions throughout his life. He enjoyed working on cars, race car driving, motorcycles, and woodworking, a talent he shared with his father. Some of his favorite moments were the simple pleasures of life, enjoying the view from his backyard, riding his side-by-side to the stream, and spending time with the dogs and animals on the neighboring farm. He was a proud member of the American Legion and faithfully served as its Chaplain. Above all else, his greatest joy was his family.

Kirk is survived by his loving wife of 20 years, Cynthia; his daughters, Denise (Ken) Klinker of Chapel Hill, NC, Wendy Gross of Oakland, FL, and Sarah (Jon) Georgiades of Hope Mills, NC; his cherished grandchildren, Lee, Ryan and Eric Gross, Kylie and Chloe Klinker, and Sophia Georgiades; his sisters, Kay (Marvin) Isbell of Pensacola, FL, Beth Whitmire of Shady Dale, GA, and Lura (Doug) Currie of Monticello, GA; and his brother, Phillip Johns of Monticello, GA,.

He was preceded in death by his parents and his brothers, Alan, Ronald, Reed, Russell, and Lee Johns.

Kirk will be remembered as a reliable and dependable man who never shied away from hard work. He did whatever was necessary to provide for his family and took great pride in doing so. He was known for his sense of humor, his gift for storytelling, and his genuine love for people. He especially loved children and took joy in seeing others happy. Whether helping a friend, sharing a story, or lending a hand, Kirk left a lasting impression on everyone fortunate enough to know him. Kirk will be deeply missed and forever remembered by all who knew and loved him.

The family will receive friends at Jordan Funeral Home on September 4, 2026 from 2:00-3:00 pm. The memorial service will follow at 3:00 pm.  Dr. Corey Ingold will officiate.

In lieu of flowers, the family asks for donations to be made to the Parkinsons Disease Foundation or American Legion Post 110.

Jordan Funeral Home is in charge of arrangements.
