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James Roy Kelly “Jimmy”, age 84, passed away Thursday, May 7, 2026, at Abbey Hospice in Social Circle.
Jimmy Kelly was born on April 11, 1942, in Monticello, to the late John Ben Kelly and Willa Mae Slappey Kelly.  In addition to his parents, he was preceded in death by his son, Scott Kelly; grandchild, C J Cansino; and brother, Bobby Kelly.

He was a graduate of Monticello High School and Southern Tech College in Marietta, Georgia, where he earned his Associates degree in drafting.  Jimmy Kelly married his high school sweetheart, Marsha Polk, on December 28, 1959 and they have been married for sixty-six years.    

He was soon hired and worked at Lockheed Aircraft in Marietta as a draftsman.  He loved all things relating to airplanes and aircraft.  He received his pilot’s license during this time.  
He later returned to Monticello to take up farming as a dairy and poultry farmer.  After returning to Monticello, he helped found the Whitetail Flying Club in Monticello.  He was always adventurous and mechanically inclined.  During this lifelong experience of farming and flying planes, he was also a passionate sailor who thrived on sailboat racing, winning many awards along the way.  He was an avid deer hunter, often recounting his great hunt of the “massive sixteen pointer”.  He was a scuba diver.  He was known to be an excellent mechanic and restorer; and even built race cars for dirt track racing.  His greatest passion and hobby was his family-children, grandchildren and great-grandchildren.

Jimmy Kelly was a former president of the Jasper County Farm Bureau and a member of Prospect Methodist Church in Mansfield.

He is survived by his loving wife, Marsha Elizabeth Polk Kelly of Monticello; children, Chris Kelly of Marietta, Brian Kelly of Suches and Amy (Carl) Cansino of Tennille; grandchildren, Lane Kelly, Emmie Kelly, Cami Kelly, Mason (Madi) Kelly, Parker Kelly (Barrett) Whitaker, Sophia Cansino, Bryce Cansino, Marissa Cansino and Bella Cansino; great-grandchildren, Kelly Anne Powell and Chandler Whitaker; and brother, John B. (Liz) Kelly of Americus; and nieces and nephews.
A celebration of life service will be held at 2:00 P.M., Wednesday, May 20, 2026, at Prospect Methodist Church in Mansfield.  Pastor Jason Thornton will officiate.
The family suggests in lieu of flowers, donations be made to Autism Speaks (autismspeaks.org); or one’s favorite charity or organization.

Jordan Funeral Home was in charge of local arrangements.
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