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Marie Banks Nelson, age 82, passed away Tuesday, November 18, 2025 in Milledgeville.

Marie Nelson was born on March 27, 1943, in Covington, Georgia, to the late Raymond Banks and Evelyn Duke Banks.  

Marie Nelson, affectionately known as “Gran”, cherished the day when her grandsons, grand daughter and her great granddaughter came to Monticello. Gran would be on her swing in the carport and start smiling as soon as they drove up in the drive way. “Hey Gabe, hey Ethan, hey Chasley, hey Maddie, hey Kinley, get out and come in. Whatcha been up to? Have you been working hard? You look good. Kinley how is school going? How is cheerleading Kinley?

When you go in the house on West Greene Street, there are pictures of grandchildren and great grandchildren everywhere. Of course, pictures of Stacy smiling and with family to show the true nature of a man who loved his family and served God. At this very moment, Gran is with Jesus and celebrating the family reunion with Stacy, Other Mama, Papa and Ricky and the other family and friends that have gone on before her. 

Gran could be found listening to the Rush Limbaugh radio show while she was out on the porch. As you would get out, she could tell you what Rush and Sean Hannity said word for word. She would discuss the simple pleasures of life, such as, how beautiful the Japanese maple tree is in the front yard; how the Braves stink this year and how many students are currently enrolled at Piedmont. She loved to talk about you and rarely stayed more than one minute on her health and how her day was going.

Years ago, when computers were becoming a household item, Stacy called me and said, “I just installed mama a new PC in the house.” I said, “What in the world did you do that for? Mama will have more questions by the end of the week than you can ever answer.” Stacy confidently replied that “he had a friend that could answer all of the questions.” That friend of Stacy’s did not know Gran and all of her questions. Needless to say, it did not take a week and Stacy was calling again and said that Gran’s computer was smoking. I sarcastically asked him “was it smoking Marlboro or Pall Mall?” After a few colorful words, Stacy said, “I told her to unplug it until he came back to Monticello.” I then asked him about his computer friend that could answer all of Gran’s questions. For some reason we lost cell connection at that particular moment. 

Gran was a quit lady that did not live in the world of drama and understood family values and how precious time was with her family. Gran had a beautiful voice and she sang along with Dolly and Loretta on the old Philco radio in the kitchen as she cooked. She knew all of the old country songs and embraced the traditional gospel songs as well. There is one particular country song that she taught Chasley that I still wonder about. That song was Pop A Top by Alan Jackson. My son would not stop singing that song for weeks and asked if could go buy the CD because he liked it so much. When I approached Gran about her choice of songs for Chasley, she winked at Chasley and said that she had no idea what I was talking about.

Gran was a lady who could be counted on, a friend that was loyal, and a mama who would help at the blink of an eye. I Cor 13:13 says “three things that will last forever-faith, hope and love-and the greatest of these is love.” Gran, you did more than tell us you loved us, you showed us. When we see you in heaven, we will show you how much we love and miss you. 

She is survived by her loving husband of sixty-four years, Hugh E. Nelson of Monticello; son, Chad (Stephanie) Nelson of Milledgeville; grandchildren, Gabriel (Madison) Nelson, Ethan (Brittany) Nelson, Chasley Nelson and Maddie Nelson; great-granddaughter, Kenley Hanlon; and sister, Beatrice Wilborn of Conyers.

A private family graveside service will be held Sunday, November 23, 2025, at West View Cemetery.

Jordan Funeral Home is in charge of arrangements.

