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Joseph Dewitt Penn Jr., 82, of Monticello, Georgia, passed away peacefully on July 12, 2017 surrounded by family and lifelong friend.  

J.D was born on August 1, 1934 in Monticello, Georgia.  He was the son of Joseph Dewitt Penn and Mary Ruth Oxford Penn. He attended Monticello High School during which time he was the first Jasper County master 4-H’er. He served in the U.S. Army from 1955-1957. He attended Abraham Baldwin Agricultural College and graduated from University of Florida Forest Ranger School in 1958. 
He married Patricia Burke in 1960, moved to McDonough where he raised his family and owned and operated Penn Pulpwood Company for over forty years.  J.D. was an active member of First Baptist Church of McDonough where he enjoyed his Sunday school class. 
After fifty-four years in McDonough, J.D. returned to his childhood home in Monticello, renewing friendships and rejoining Monticello Baptist Church.  He spent his time enjoying his land and cattle.

J.D. is preceded in death by his parents, Joseph Dewitt Penn and Mary Ruth Oxford Penn Murphy, his wife of 50 years, Patricia Burke Penn as well as his brother, Edward Davis Penn.

He is survived by his sister Mary Jim Penn Cantera of Monticello, GA, son Jim Penn (Marla) of St. Cloud, FL; daughters, Mary Elizabeth Embry (Aubrey) of Louisville, KY; Julia Anne Barnes (Ken) of Gray, GA and Elaine Schilling (Bill) of Monticello, GA; ten grandchildren Jameson and Victoria Penn; Jonathan, Sarah, and Caroline Embry; Joe and Jake Barnes; Drew, Kate and Tom Schilling; his nephew, Rickey D. Cantera and niece, 
Sabrina Cantera White.
Funeral service will be held at Monticello Baptist Church on Saturday, July 15, 2017 at 11:00 am with Reverend David Artessa and Reverend James Miller officiating.  Burial will be at Eastlawn Memorial Park, 640 McGarity Road, McDonough, Georgia at 1:00 pm.

Visitation will be held at Jordan Funeral Home in Monticello, Georgia on Friday, July 14, 2017 from 6:00-8:00 pm. 

In lieu of flowers memorial donations may be given to Monticello  Baptist Church, 334 W. Greene Street, Monticello, GA  31064. 

The family of J.D.Penn wishes to thank Abbey Hospice and offer heartfelt appreciation to his wonderful caregivers during the last months of his life. 

Jordan Funeral Home is in charge of arrangements.

