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Marvin Arnold Roper, 69, passed away Thursday, May 26, 2022, at Memorial Health University Medical Center in Savannah after a brief battle with cancer. 
Marvin was born December 18, 1952, in Monticello, Georgia, to the late James Verlin and Minnie Roper. 
He attended Monticello High School where he graduated in 1971. During that same year, he decided to enlist in the Navy. His naval career gave him many experiences he loved to talk about; from being in the Brown Water Navy in Vietnam, to cruising the seas in different ships -- most notable to him -- the USS Hoel and USS Guam. He also enjoyed walking among the pyramids of Egypt, the base of Mount Vesuvius in Pompeii and the streets of Hong Kong. He could have continued exploring the world, but Monticello continued calling him back.

In 1978, while on leave, he met the love of his life, Cindy Crocker and they married that same year after a short courtship. Marvin decided that being close to home was more important, so he made a huge jump and switched branches to the Army where he became a medic. He later gave years of service in the Army National Guard. He was a proud veteran that accumulated 18 years of military service. 

Many people got to know Marvin through his years as a lineman and the Utilities Director for the City of Monticello. He also worked for Japer Memorial as the Maintenance Supervisor before returning to the City, where he finally retired. He loved his jobs, helping others, and being in the company of people he served. 
In his retired years, you could catch him outside in his yard gardening or on the tractor getting into some type of mess. Marvin also enjoyed going to Franklin, NC, or anywhere mountains. Sitting outside, he would always enjoy seeing his many hummingbirds, deer, and any other animals that would wander into the yard (most likely to eat his growing plants or fruits). Hunting and fishing were additional enjoyments of his. In the evenings, he would play his many games on his iPad and post crazy things on Facebook, and yes, many of the seemingly unlikely situations he posted online truly happened! Marvin could also be found playing with and caring for his fur-babies that he loved dearly. To them, he was “Paw-Paw”. 

He is preceded in death by his wife of 42 years, Cynthia Roper and his sister and brother-in-law, Juanita and Kenneth Fowler. Marvin is survived by his children, Shannon Roper (Alma) of Anderson, SC; Michael Roper (Shweta Ahuja) of Hillsboro; and Erin Castleberry (Jonathan) of Bonaire; fur-babies: Yuki Noel, Yoshi Yona, and Beethoven. He is also survived by his six siblings and their spouses, Joyce Roper of Marietta, Brenda Kuntzelman (Steve) of Eatonton, Lolita Whitton of Macon, Pat Massey of Monticello, Royce Roper (Sue) of Macon, Willard Roper (Mary Ann) of Ellaville, as well as numerous nieces of nephews.
A graveside service will be held at 11 a.m., Saturday, June 4, 2022, at Talmadge Cemetery in Monticello. Rev. Charles Roper will officiate.   

The family suggests in lieu of flowers, donations be made to the Shriner’s Hospital for Children or the Great Pyrenees Rescue of Atlanta.

Jordan Funeral Home is in charge of arrangements. Visit its website at www.jordanfuneralhomemonticello.com .

