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Bessie Hanson Starr, age 80, passed away Wednesday, September 27, 2023, at Jasper Memorial Hospital.

Bessie Starr was born in Atlanta, Texas on June 27, 1943, to the late Charles Thurman Hanson and Opal Hoffmeister Hanson. She received a basketball scholarship to Texarkana College in Texas and attended one year.  She also attended the Ayers Business School in Shreveport, Louisiana.  
Bessie married Leonard “Buck” Starr on February 21, 1964.  They moved around for a few years before settling in Jenkinsburg, Georgia for twenty-two years.  She was a former member of the Jenkinsburg Baptist Church and  a Sunday school teacher.  They moved to Monticello in 1994, and joined the New Hope United Methodist Church where she also taught Sunday school.  

Bessie was an active member of the Grandparents Club at Piedmont Academy for number years.  She loved to garden, sew, fish, cook and can goods.

She is survived by her loving husband of fifty-nine years, Leonard I. “Buck” Starr of Monticello; daughter, Jennifer Starr of Monticello; grandson, Austin Bass of Monticello; sisters-in-law and brothers-in-law, Elaine and Tom Mauldin of Monticello and Jim and Vicki Starr of Madison; and nieces, nephews and a number of cousins.

A graveside service will be held at 2:00 P.M., Sunday, October 1, 2023, at New Hope United Methodist Church Cemetery.  Rev. David Williams will officiate.

The family suggests donations in lieu of flowers to the New Hope United Methodist Church, c/o Mrs. Betty Tuggle 833 McElheney Crossroads, Monticello, Georgia 31064.

Jordan Funeral Home is in charge of arrangements.
