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Thomas Joel Watson of Monticello, beloved husband, father, and grandfather, passed from this life and into the next on November 4, 2025 after a brief hospitalization. He was 81.

Tom was born on October 10, 1944 in Moultrie, Georgia, to the late John Watson and Dorothy Watson (née Tillery). He spent his formative years in Albany, Georgia where he graduated from Albany High School in 1962. In addition to his parents, Tom was preceded in death by his older brothers Donald, Otis, and Robert, and his sister Mary.

Tom spent more than thirty years as a warehouse manager. He opened, organized, and managed warehouses for Nestlé S.A, Glock GmbH, and Spears Manufacturing in locales including Detroit, San Francisco, and Atlanta. He also worked with the 1996 Atlanta Olympic Games as a retail merchandise warehouse manager. Tom’s favorite job, however, was his part-time employment at Jasper County Lumber Company after his retirement from Spears in 2003.

Tom loved to travel and camp. He and Margaret, his wife of twenty-five years, visited over thirty states and a couple of Canadian provinces. Tom was also an accomplished horseman and often spoke of the many horses he owned throughout the years. 

Reared as a Southern Baptist, Tom became a faithful and loyal member of the Monticello First United Methodist Church after he married Margaret in 2001. For twenty-plus years he served the church as an usher, a member of the Methodist Men’s Club, a volunteer for afterschool programs, and a member of the Leadership Council. For many years Tom was also an active member of the Monticello Kiwanis Club.

In addition to wife Margaret McElheney Watson (née Chambliss), he is survived by his younger sister Naomi Hertizog, daughter Kim Paxton, grandchildren Jessica Paxton, Ethan Paxton, and Hailey Paxton, stepsons Scott McElheney and Justin (Alicia) McElheney, and step-grandchildren Will McElheney, Emily McElheney, David McElheney, and Sarah McElheney.

A memorial service and celebration of life is planned for Saturday, December 6 at 11:00 AM at the Monticello First United Methodist Church. 

The family requests that in lieu of flowers donations be made to the American Cancer Society.

Jordan Funeral Home is in charge of arrangements.  Please visit our website at www.jordanfuneralhomemonticello.com.
