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John Harris Thornton, Sr., age 91, of Monticello, died Sunday, January 17, 2010, at The Retreat Nursing Home.
John Thornton, Sr. was born in Jasper County to the late Farris Thornton and Eula Ellis Thornton.  He lived in East Point, Georgia for a number of years before returning to Jasper County 18 years ago.  He was a member of the Monticello First United Methodist Church.  John served in the United States Navy during World War II.  He was in combat at the first battle of Guadalcanal, during which his ship, the USS Atlanta, was sunk.  Before retirement, he was a salesman for the John Harland Company.  Wife, Sara Nell Fagan Thornton, preceded him in death a year ago.  
He is survived by his son and daughter-in-law, John Harris, Jr. and Mary Ann Thornton of Kent, Ohio; and daughter, Martha Ellen Miller of Monticello.

Funeral services will be held at 11:00 A.M. Wednesday, January 20, 2010, at the chapel of Jordan Funeral Home.  Burial is in West View Cemetery.  Dr. John Brown will officiate.

Serving as pallbearers will be Ralph Fagan, Alex Crown and Jons Hunt Club: Sam Shuman, D.A. Jackson, Hubert Jackson, and Paul Hayes.

In lieu of flowers the family suggests donations to Monticello First United Methodist Church, 651 College Street, Monticello, GA 31064, or the Piedmont Chapter of Quail Unlimited, c/o Brian Cagle, 2876 Hwy 212 E. Monticello, GA 31064.

The family will receive friends from 5:00-7:00 P.M. Tuesday, January 19, 2010, at Jordan Funeral Home.

